
The Grosse Pointe Foundation for Public Education is a 501(c)(3) organization.

THE TORCH
gpfpe.org

WINTER 2019

Join us for our Annual Spring Gala

Honorary Committee and Corporate Sponsors as of February 22, 2019

Gold Sponsors
Ascension St. John Hospital

Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan Foundation

Doeren Mayhew

Friends of the Grosse Pointe 
Harper Woods Communities

Wesley Orthodontics 
Wolverine Packing Co.

Platinum Sponsors

Silver Sponsors
Azimuth Capital 

Mary Ann and Bob Bury
Conway MacKenzie, Inc. 

Delta Dental Plan 
Dykema Gossett

Environmental Maintenance 
Engineers, Inc. 

J.P. Morgan Private Bank

LakePointe Orthodontics
Legacy Wealth Management 
Group of Wells Fargo Advisors

North American Bancard
Robert Stewart, DDS, MS 
- Dental Reconstruction

Trinity Transportation Group

Bronze Sponsors
BMY Environmental Service

Cam’s BP
Dr. Danielle Gehlert 

- Clairpointe Family Dental
Clark-Hill Legal & 

Professional Services
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel

Domzalski Ciaramitaro 
Insurance Agency

Donnelly Penman & Partners
Flame Heating Cooling
 Plumbling & Electrical

Huntington Ford
Kevin and Colleen Huntsman

Rothis Law PC
Sehi Computer Products

State Farm Insurance 
- Thomas Mazzola 
Insurance Agency

Summit Oral & 
Maxillofacial Surgery

The Jim Saros Agency

Program Sponsors
Ehresman Associates, Inc. 
Marshall Landscaping Co.
 VanTol Insurance Group

Beth and Joe Moran

GPFPE Annual Spring Gala

“Be the Beacon”
Saturday, April 13, 2019

Grosse Pointe Yacht Club
6:00 - 11:00 PM

8:30 Live Auction
Raffle and Wine Pull

Lois J. Warden Honorary Committee
Gail Warden - Chair
Lynn and Paul Alandt,

 Lisa Mower Gandelot and Jon Gandelot,
Mr. Allan Gilmour,

Marina and Scott Houghton, 
Ron L. Kagan, 

Dr. Suzanne Klein, 
Ann and Jim Nicholson, 

Mary Beth and Jim Nicholson, 
Sandy and Bob Riney, 

Marian and Jim Roberge 
Mary M. Roby, 

Cat and Rick Ruffner &
 Lisa and Marc Vreede

Cocktail Attire~Limited Space Available~Valet Parking
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This issue of The Torch, the newsletter of the Grosse Pointe Foundation for 

about the work of the GPFPE.  We hope you’ll take a moment to read it over 
and learn more about all we’ve accomplished since the start of the new year.

We’re delighted to recognize those who have given to our annual appeal as they help 
make all we do possible.  Thank you!

We’re also excited to share details of our upcoming Spring Gala taking place 
Saturday, April 13th at the beautiful Grosse Pointe Yacht Club.  I hope you can join us.  

and more about The Leader in Me.

support in Enriching, Engaging, Inspiring our Future.  
Warm regards, 
Bob Bury

A Letter From Our President
Board of Directors:
 President
  Robert Bury 
 Vice President
  Christie Scoggin
 Treasurer
  Kiana Rose
 Secretary
  Beth Moran

GPFPE Board of Trustees:
 Barbara Bierbusse
 Elizabeth Connors
 John Danaher
 Kathy Fisk
 Pamela Flom
 Jake Howlett
 Laura B. Huebner
 Robert Montgomery
 Mary Beth Nicholson
 Cynthia Sohn
 Jason Tinsley
 Kristen Vande Vusse

Advisory Board:
 Jeff Broderick
 Patrick Burke
 Cynthia Hempstead
 Marian Roberge
 Cat Ruffner
 Lorna Utley
 Lisa Vreede

Grosse Pointe Foundation for Public 
Education Board and Committee Listing  
2018-2019

Make a gift to the GPFPE or join us as a 
 volunteer. For more information, visit  
gpfpe.org or call us at (313) 432-3058.

1.  Essential Early Elementary 
Intervention (Grades 1-3) Defer, 
Kerby, Monteith, Maire, Mason, 
Trombly ($19,729)

2. Story Champs: Teaching Narrative 
Language (Grades K-5) Defer ($315)

3. Yoga as a Restorative Practice 
(Grade 3) Poupard ($158)

4. Sensory Space (Grades K-5) Richard 
($1,500)

5. Novels to Supplement ELA (Grades 
6-8) Brownell ($2,500), Pierce ($2500)

6. Lee Conmigo – Read with Me 
(Grades 6-8) Brownell ($697) 

7. Disc Golf – (Grades 6-8) 
Brownell ($2,924) 

8. Field Tripping with Visual Reality 
(Grades 6-8) Brownell ($352) 

9. New Choir Uniforms (Grade 6-8) 
Parcells ($1,500)

10.  Drum and Percussion Instruments 
(Grades 6-8) Parcells ($5,000) and 

Pierce ($5,000)
11.  Gearheads Robotics (Grades 9-12) 

North and South ($2,000)
12.  Chromebooks for the Alternative 

Learning Center (Grades 9-12) North 
($1,312)

13.  Chromebooks for Art Department 
(Grades 9-12) South ($9,261)

TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED  
THIS CYCLE = $54,748

2018 Fall Grants Awarded
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Make a gift to the GPFPE or join us as a 
 volunteer. For more information, visit  
gpfpe.org or call us at (313) 432-3058.

“I don’t learn as well with textbooks as I do with hands-on.” 
– Colleen, 12th gr.Grosse Pointe South High 

School’s physics department 
received a grant from the 

GPFPE in October 2017 for motion 
sensor detectors on tracks used in science 
experiments. With more tracks available 
for experimentation, students in Todd 
Hecker’s Physics classes have had access 
to more hands-on learning experiences. 
The additional tracks have made learning 
about Newton’s Laws and Kinematics 
easier to understand as students study the 
motion, position, and velocity of carts 
traveling on a track. Hundreds of students 
will get a chance to use the carts each 
year in South classrooms. 

As Mr. Hecker points out, being able 
to use the track and sensor system gives 
real data for graphing as opposed to the 
stopwatches and meter sticks that were 
utilized in the past. The motion detectors 
act like a radar gun and send sonar waves 
as the cart hits the object and bounces 
back down the track. 

Physics Grant  Allows for More Classroom Experimentation 

“Using the tracks makes it easier to understand and get a 
visual…and they’re cool to work with.” 

– Ben (12th gr.) and Bobby (11th gr.)
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Ms. Linda Abar 
Ms. Lisa Abbey 
Mr. and Mrs. James Agley 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Alandt * 
Mr. James Alibri * 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Amato 
Ms. Jean Auch 
Ms. Julie Auch 
Authority Health 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Bade 
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Baker 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bannon 
Mrs. Marilyn Bartley 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Beal 
Mr. and Mrs. James Beardslee 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Becker 
Beline Obeid, LLC 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bennert * 
Mr. Larry Berkowski and Ms. Peggy Shine
Mr. and Mrs. James Bierbusse 
Mr. and Mrs. A. James Bonahoom 
Ms. Laura Borowski 
Mr. William Bradfield 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Broderick * 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bruetsch 
Mr. and Mrs. Ari Buchanan * 
Mr. and Mrs. James Bur 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bury 
Mr. and Mrs. Neill Carroll 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Caulfield * 
Charles M. Helzberg Philanthropic Fund 
Dr. Russell C. Chavey and Dr. Christina Winder
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Christian 
Mrs. Jane Cirona * 
Dr. Jeff Clark and Dr. Laura Clark
Ms. Stephanie Cleland 
Mr. and Mrs. James Clevenger 
Comerica Bank * 
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence D. Connor 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Connors * 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Corbett 
Dr. and Mrs. David B. Cotton * 

Mrs. Linda Crawford 
Dr. and Mrs. Marc Cullen 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Cullen 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cusenza 
Mrs. Nena Dahling * 
Mr. and Mrs. John Daley 
Mr. John Danaher 
Mrs. John Dennehy 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Denner 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael B. Dib 
Dr. and Mrs. Clark B. Dickson 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve DiLodovico
Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick Dindoffer 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Domzalski 
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Dossin 
Mr. and Mrs. George Duffield 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Durand 
Ms. Elizabeth Echlin 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Enders * 
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Erber 
Dr. and Mrs. James Everett 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Farley 
Mr. and Mrs. Christian Fenton 
Mr. and Mrs. Jef Fisk 
Mr. Walter Fitzpatrick 
Mr. William Fleming and Ms. Laura A. Sanom
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Flom 
Mr. Alfonso Flores and Ms. Helena Wang-Flores *
William and Martha Ford Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Fox 
Mr. and Mrs. William Fox 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Frasier 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Frederick 
Dr. and Mrs. David Fry 
Mr. Samuel Fuqua 
Mr. Jon Gandelot and Mrs. Lisa Mower Gandelot
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Garberding * 
General Motors Foundation * 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Gotfredson 
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Green 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Griffith 
Ms. Karin Gross 

Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce 
Grosse Pointe Education Association 
Grosse Pointe Rotary Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Halso * 
Dr. and Mrs. David Hamm 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Hampton * 
Hamzavi Dermatology 
Mr. Stanley Harr and Ms. Laura Bartell
Monteith Elementary School Staff 
Dr. Katherine Hein 
Ms. Deborah Hennessy 
Pastor and Mrs. Peter Henry 
Henry Ford Health System * 
Ms. Anne Hicks 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark High 
Mr. and Mrs. Otto Hiris 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Hodges 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Hodges 
Holy Union Sisters, Inc. 
Mrs. Sandy Honer 
Howard & Howard Attorneys PLLC  

Mr. Steven Hays*
Ms. Phoebe Howard * 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Howell 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy H. Howlett 
Mr. and Mrs. Lew Hryhorczuk 
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Huebner * 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Huebner * 
Mr. and Mrs. John Huntington * 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Hupp 
Dr. and Mrs. Maik Huttemann 
Mr. Justin Hynous 
J.P. Morgan Charitable Giving Fund *  
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Jakubowski * 
Dr. and Mrs. Ted Jeffries 
Richard and Debbie Jelinek Advised Fund at Aspen 

Community Foundation *
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Jogan 
Mrs. Mary Jo Johnson 
Mr. S. Lee Johnson and Ms. Elizabeth Newhart
Mr. and Mrs. John Kamm 
Mrs. Sarah Kaysserian 

Thank You To Our Generous Supporters
Individual & Organization Gifts (Non-Gala)

January 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018
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W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Kelly 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kemp 
Ms. Shirley Kennedy 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Kennedy, III * 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Kitchen 
Mr. James Klein 
Ms. Anne Krappmann 
Mrs. Eleanor Kressbach 
Ms. Lisa Kressbach * 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kurtz 
Mr. Alger P. LaHood and Dr. Marquita Bedway
Dr. Risa Lavizzo-Mourey 
Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Lawrence 
Dr. and Mrs. Chris Lee 
Mr. and Mrs. Kanon Lefief 
Mr. and Mrs. John Lewis 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Lindow 
Mr. David Loffredo * 
Ms. Susan Logan 
Ms. Kathryn Lydon 
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Mager 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Marowske 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Martin 
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Martin, Jr. 
Mr. Larry Mathis 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Maycock Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim McCarthy 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick McKee 
Ms. Mary Michaels 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Milligan 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Mitchell 
Ms. Patricia Moceri 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Moran *
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Morlan 
Mr. and Mrs. William Moseley 
Ms. Natalie Muller 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mynard 
National Research Corporation * 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Nicholson 
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Nicholson * 
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Nicholson * 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Nicholson * 
Dr. Gary Niehaus and Dr. Paige Niehaus *
Ms. Alexandra Nordahl 
Mr. Mike O’Bryan and Mrs. Karen Sullivan
Odd Lots Investment Club
Mrs. Cynthia Oleksiak 

Ms. Sarah Ollison 
Mr. Frederick Ollison III 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Paglino 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Parke 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Parker 
Ms. Michelle Perron 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Perry 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Phillips 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Platt 
Mr. and Mrs. George Port 
DeSeranno Foundation - Mr. and Mrs. David Quint*
Racing For Kids 
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Fund *
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Reich 
Dr. Craig A. Reickert and Dr. Eileen Reickert *
Mr. Tim Reinman and Mrs. Marie Boyle Reinman
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Richards 
Richner & Richner LLC 
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Ridder, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Roberge * 
Mrs. Mary Roby * 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rogers 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rose * 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Rybicki 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Saad 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sanford 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Schaupeter 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Schmitt III 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Schoenith 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Schroeder 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Schulte 
Ms. Susan Schumacher 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Scoggin * 
Dr. and Mrs. John Seago 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Selvaggio 
Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. John Sohn 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Solecki 
Ms. Martha J. Speer 
Mr. and Mrs. Ryder Stagg
Mr. Gregory Steen and Ms. Susan Parent
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Strickler 
Mr. Daniel Sullivan and Ms. Paulette Lavins
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Summerfield 
Mr. John Tien 
Ms. Jacqueline Tien 
Mr. and Mrs. James Touhey 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Trost 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Turner 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Umbdenstock 
Mr. and Mrs. John Van Osdol 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Vande Vusse 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald VanHoek 
Mr. Gregory Vasse 
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Vatalaro 
Mr. Robert Wagner 
Mr. and Mrs. Clune Walsh 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Warden 
Mr. Gail Warden * 
Mrs. Joan Warren 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Wasinger 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Wenzler 
Mrs. Mary Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Wolking 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Zemmin 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Zimmerman

In Honor Of and 
In Memory Of 
Doris Cook 
Julie Corbett 
Nena Dahling 
Ronald Dalby 
Eva DiNello 
Stephen Durand 
Mary Everett 
Margaret Feringa 
Grace Jones 
Caitlin Kefgen 
Michelle Kenny 
Alex Kwiatkowski 
Julie Lawrence 
Sara Leslie 
Millicent Miller 
Edward Pelyak 
Lawrence Porvin 
Jennie Pruchniewski 
Dan Roeske 
Helen Scallen 
George Schmitz 
Brenda Schrade 
Christie Scoggin 
Michelle Stackpoole 
Christine Steinkampf 
Viola Stodulski 
Bryan Thompson 
Willie Van Jaarsveld 
Karla Sue Walkley 
Janna Warden 
Lois Warden 
Marion Williams 
Frederick Wilson 
Nancy Zatkoff

*Circle of Excellence
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Trombly LIM Fox Fables
A library activity for the multiage classroom at Trombly resulted in fables with the moral of the story being one of the 
Leader in Me seven habits.
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Signs that Defer Elementary has 
embraced the Leader In Me are 
evident all over the school.  Defer 

is in its second full year of the program, 
and everything from the morning student 
announcements, to the wall art, to the 
way the children interact, demonstrates 
they are living the seven habits.  Funded 
by the GPFPE, Leader In Me, is a whole 
school transformational model that 
allows educators to unleash students’ full 
potential based on the idea that every 
child can be a leader.  

On a recent visit, GPFFPE board 
members watched the Student Leadership 
Team conduct the monthly all-school 
Town Hall assembly in the morning.  
After lunch they visited Dragon Dens, 
which are small groups of students from 
all grades that meet to learn more about 
one of the seven habits or do an all-
school project.  In between those two 
structured events GPFPE representatives 
were able to take in all the student-
designed murals and other hallway 
decorations that refl ect LIM habits, as 
well as participate in some lunchtime 
enrichment.

Defer Elementary School - Leader In Me

“Implementing a common language 
across all classes and all grades in 
the school has made this the most 

effective program we’ve ever used.” 
– Jane Nugent, Defer Teacher

Why is Leadership Important?
• “Leadership helps you with your 

schoolwork, your friends, your 
teachers, everything. Instead of just 
telling the kids to behave well, we 
have these actual seven habits that 
we follow to help  us.” (5th grader)

• “To be a leader means to be kind and 
do the right thing.” (1st grader)

• “Our program doesn’t just rely on 
one leader.  Things like kindness and 
other habits promotes more people 
to be leaders. When there’s multiple 
people to follow and each person is 
different and unique, there’s someone 
for everyone to relate to.” (5th grader)

What is Your Favorite Habit?
• “Be Proactive – To do 

something without being asked.” 
(Kindergartener)

• “Seek First to Understand, Then to 
be Understood –You have to know 
someone before you can make 
things work with them.” (3rd grader) 

• “Begin with the End in Mind – This 
helps you plan so things can work 
the way you want.” (4th grader)

• “Synergy – we can all help each 
other because we’re good at 
different things.” (2nd grader)



The Grosse Pointe Foundation for Public Education 
brings our community together to fund extraordinary 
educational opportunities for our children.

Our Guiding Values
We strive to demonstrate the following in all that we do:
Collaboration: We search out and develop partnerships to better serve 

our students and community.
Responsibility: We pledge to be accountable to our partners, donors, 

volunteers and the students we serve.
Innovation: We strive to be forward thinking and inclusive.
Impact: We enhance our school system, our greater community and as a 

result, our world.
Empowerment: We fund programs that help each student realize his or 

her full potential.

gpfpe.org
Photos courtesy of Lisa Vreede.

Enriching, Engaging, 
Inspiring Our Future

389 St. Clair Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48230


