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GPFPE grant supports 
remote learning centers
By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

The Grosse Pointe 
Foundation for Public 
Education, in partner-
ship with the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System, announced a 
major grant to support 
the expansion of Kids 
Club Centers for remote 
learning at the Trombly 
and Poupard buildings. 
The grant also provides 
scholarships for at-risk 
elementary-aged chil-
dren and the children of 
GPPSS teachers.

Kids Club tradition-
ally provided before- 
and after-school care 
for elementary school 
children in the district 
during the school year. 
Since schools opened 
remotely Sept. 8, Kids 
Club runs from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
serves a greater need 
for working parents, 
with staff members 
supervising children 
with remote learning 
during the school day.

Poupard and Trombly 
were selected as Kid 
Club Center sites 
because both passed 
the initial state and fire 
marshal inspections 
and can accommodate a 
number of first-floor 
classrooms, according 
to a news release from 
the school district.

Poupard houses two 
classrooms — one for 
Young 5 and kindergar-
ten students and one for 
first and second graders 
— and Trombly’s three 
classrooms are made 
up of Young 5 and kin-
dergarten students, first 
and second graders and 
third through seventh 
graders, with the major-
ity of students in grades 
3 to 5, according to 
Crystal Fletcher, direc-
tor of school-age child 
care.

Classes are limited to 
10 students with two 
staff members in each. 
Trombly also houses 
limited preschool and 
Head Start programs.

“While they are here 
a t  Po u p a r d  a n d 
Trombly, they have 
their schedules and 
each student is on their 
device and they are 
doing their Zoom meet-
ings,” Fletcher said. 

“They’re doing their 
math blocks or English 
or reading. It is a ‘typi-
cal’ day at school. 
Whatever their sched-
ule is that their teacher 
sent out, they are doing 
here at Kids Club. We 
are providing that space 
and helping with tech-
nology issues, staying 
on track.

“It’s actually going 
really great,” she added. 
“We have parents both 
at Trombly and Poupard 
sending us really nice 
messages about how 
appreciative they are. 
… Getting everybody 
online and keeping 
everybody on track is 
running really smooth. 
In some classrooms, we 
have kids who are in 
the same class in their 
home building so they 
are able to connect and 
collaborate on projects. 
When they do go back 
to face-to-face school 
they will already know 
somebody who is in 
their class.”

The goal with the 
GPFPE grant is to 
expand the centers to 
home  e lementary 
schools while offering 
need-based scholar-
ships to students who 
qualify for free or 
reduced lunch, which 
comprises 13 percent of 
the district’s school 
population, and chil-
dren of district employ-
ees.

“On July 31, 2020, the 

board made a unani-
mous decision to start 
the 2020-21 school year 
in virtual learning,” 
GPPSS Superintendent 
Gary Niehaus said in a 
GPFPE news release. 
“While this decision 
was made with the best 
interest of all of our 
families in mind, we 
also recognize the bur-
den this places on par-
ents and children, 
especially single and 
working parents as well 
as lower-income fami-
lies and essential work-
ers. We are fortunate to 
have space available to 
expand the program 
and are grateful for an 
opportunity to put some 
furloughed staff back to 
work. The support of 
the Grosse Pointe 
Foundation for Public 
Education and the Lois 
J. Warden Fund allows 
us the opportunity to 
make the Kids Club 
Centers for remote 
learning affordable for 
families with the most 
need.”

Superv i s ion  fo r 
remote learning will be 
required even as the 
school district rolls out 
a hybrid return to face-
to-face learning, a plan 
the Board of Education 
approved at its Sept. 28 
v i r t u a l  m e e t i n g . 
Beginning with the 
youngest learners Oct. 
12, students will return 
to school in cohorts on 
alternating days, with 

asynchronous remote 
learning on days they 
are not in school.

GPFPE is providing 
initial funding of up to 
$66,000 from the Lois J. 
Warden Fund and will 
seek additional support 
from community mem-
bers. 

“Since our inception, 
the GPFPE has worked 
hard to meet the needs 
of the district’s chil-
dren, parents and edu-
cators in creative and 
engaging ways,” GPFPE 
President Robert Bury 
said. “The current envi-
ronment has placed 
extraordinary pres-
sures on our families 
and school system 
alike, and the GPFPE is 
pleased to be able to 
provide the resources to 
expand this critically 

important program and, 
most importantly, ease 
the burden on those 
with the most need. It is 
most fitting the Lois J. 
Warden Fund provides 
the initial funding, as 
Lois was a visionary on 
our board and was ded-
icated to the enrich-
m e n t  o f  o u r 
elementary-aged stu-
dents. We hope this 
generous gift from the 
Warden Fund inspires 
many others to join in 
addressing this critical 
need.”

Niehaus and his wife, 
Paige, already have 
committed a $5,000 
monthly gift, according 
to the release.

Specific enrollment 
details, including apply-
ing for GPFPE’s need-
based scholarships, are 

available at gpschools.
org. The program is 
expected to launch 
within 30 days and will 
be based on enrollment.

Hiring is underway 
for caregiver and onsite 
director posit ions. 
Caregivers must be at 
least 18 and have a high 
school diploma, with 
child care experience 
preferred. Onsite direc-
tors are required to 
have at least 60 college 
credits, with 12 of those 
in a child-related field. 
To apply,  contact 
Fletcher at fletchc@
gpschools.org.

For more information 
on donating to the 
GPFPE, visit gpfpe.org 
or  contact  Karen 
Lawrence at lawrenk@
gpschools.org or (313) 
432-3058.
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Kids Club Director Sue Gmeiner helps kindergartner J.P. Albrecht with his ABC’s. To the right is Young 5 student Vincenzo 
Cavataio, who is helped by Renee Treska, director of Mid Club/Kids Club. 
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Sixth-grader Cooper Beaugrand is online with his class while Mid Club/Kids 
Club Director Renee Treska is on hand to offer assistance. Mid Club is for 
middle-school students.


