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GPFPE Knows How to Party…With a Purpose

The GPFPE threw two great 
parties in 2022 and the word is 
starting to spread…public school 

supporters know how to have a good time 
while raising money and support for a 
good cause – our students!

Four million dollars and counting have 
been donated back to our public schools…
but this wouldn’t be possible without 
generous donors. The GPFPE’s Spring 
Benefit is its largest single fundraiser each 
year, raising money through underwriting, 
a live auction and paddle raise, while the 
smaller Fall Frolic raises awareness and 
support amongst younger families and 
those unfamiliar with our work. 

In June 2022, the GPFPE hosted its 
annual Spring Benefit, with the new 
theme of “Grow Tomorrow’s Garden” 
in a nod to the organization’s SEED 
(Social Emotional Encouragement 
and Development) grants, which the 
proceeds of the event supported. Close 
to 200 friends and supporters gathered 
at the beautiful Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club for cocktails on the gorgeous 
lakefront grounds before enjoying a sit 
down dinner and lively auction inside 
the stately clubhouse. At the end of the 
night, more than $176,000 was raised 
for the Grosse Pointe Public School 
System…one of our most successful 
benefits ever!

But why stop the fun in the spring? In 
September 2022, we went back to the 
historic Cadieux Café in Detroit for the 

second annual Fall Frolic. A complement 
to the more formal Spring Benefit, Fall 
Frolic is a casual affair…that is until 
the guest DJ contest, featuring GPPSS 
principals, administrators and staff got 
started and heated up the dance floor. 
This event is completely underwritten by 

terrific community sponsors, meaning the 
ticket price can stay low and the doors 
open for anyone who wants to attend and 
learn more about the GPFPE.

Enjoy more photos from both events 
on pages 4 and 5 and make plans now to 
attend both events in 2023!

Grosse Pointe has a wonderful community of public  
school supporters and we enjoy every chance we have to 

celebrate with them while raising critical dollars to  
enhance the daily lives of our students.” 

– Cynthia Sohn, GPFPE President
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The GPFPE reached a tremendous milestone in 2022…more than $4 million granted back 
to our students and schools! When this organization was founded in 2006, we hoped to 
make an impact on our schools, funding extraordinary opportunities for our students at 

every level. We could never have imagined we would have done so much so quickly! In this past 
year alone, we matched funds for new marching band uniforms at North high school, brought a 
renowned wellness program to our middle and high school students, supported enhanced literacy in 
the elementary schools, and so much more. And the work continues! None of this would be possible 
without your generosity. Whether you attend or underwrite our Spring Benefit or Fall Frolic, or 
donate to our annual appeal . . . thank you! We are united in our commitment to our public school 
district and our students. The sky is the limit when we work together!

All the Best,
Cynthia Sohn

A Letter From Our President

Meet Our New Board Members

In September the GPFPE welcomed 
community residents and parents Ben 
Burns, Sarah Gough and Clare Pfeiffer to 

the board of directors. Cynthia Sohn was named 
Board President, with Bob Montgomery serving 
as Vice-President, Kiana Rose as Treasurer and 
Caroline Marks as Secretary.

Grosse Pointe Foundation 
for Public Education  
2023 Leadership

Officers:
President
    Cynthia Sohn
Vice President
    Robert Montgomery
Treasurer
    Kiana Rose
Secretary 
    Caroline Marks

Board of Directors:
    Ben Burns
    Robert Bury
 Elizabeth Connors
    Kathy Fisk
    Pamela Flom
    Sarah Gough
    Jake Howlett
    Beth Moran
    Clare Pfeiffer
    Maria Quint
    Jason Tinsley
    Kris Vande Vusse
    Brendan C. Walsh

Advisory Board:
 Barbara Bierbusse
 Jeff Broderick
 Patrick Burke
 John Danaher
 Laura B. Huebner
 Mary Beth Nicholson
 Christie Scoggin
 Lorna G. Utley

Make a gift to the GPFPE  
or join us as a volunteer.  
For more information, visit  
gpfpe.org or call us at  
(313) 432-3058.

Sarah Gough

Clare Pfeiffer Ben Burns
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Nearly $195,000 Awarded in 2022 Grants

Spring 2022
The biannual grant recipients:
• First in Michigan Lego League (Grades K-4) Defer ($1,300)
• Botmasterz Robotics (Grades 5 -8) Pierce ($1,200)
• Virtual Reality in World Language Classroom (Grades 9 -12) 

North ($257)
• The Green and Gold Café: Special Education Micro-

enterprise (Grades 9 -12 and ages 18-26) North ($2,015)
• Astronomy Class Supplies (Grades 9 -12) South ($1,788)
• Boll Fitness Center Medicine Ball Sets (Grades 9 -12) South 

($3,415)
The SEED grant recipients:
• Yoga SEL (Grades Y5-1) Richard ($370)
• Cyber Safety (Grades K-12) Districtwide ($3,000)  
• Mental Health:  Breaking the Stigma and Finding Solutions 

(Grades K-12) Districtwide ($5,750)
• Resilience and Mindfulness (Grades K-4) Maire and Richard 

($497)
• PREPaRE Training (Grades Pre-K- post secondary students) 

Districtwide ($1,800)
• WEB Leader T-shirts (8th grade) Parcells ($800)

The GPFPE awards grants to the district on a biannual schedule. Grants were publicly announced at School Board 
meetings in May and November of 2022. SEED (Social Emotional Encouragement and Development) grants can be 

funded immediately, without waiting on the grant schedule, allowing flexibility to respond to immediate needs. 

Fall 2022
The biannual grant recipients:
• Marching  Norsemen Banding Together for New Uniforms 

(Grades 9-12) North ($28,000)
• Grosse Pointe Destination Imagination (Grades 2-12) District 

Wide ($2,000)
• All About the Bass (Xylophone) (Grades K-4) Defer ($2,665)
• Kerby Playground Renovation (Grades K-4) Kerby ($10,000)
• Phonemic Awareness (Young Fives and Kindergarten) Mason 

($436)
• Leveled Books for Classroom Libraries (Kindergarten) 

Mason ($8,579)
• Floreo (Grades 5-8) Brownell ($2,450)
• All Gender Robotics Club (Grades 5-8) Pierce ($1,200)
• Professional Grade Camcorders (Grades 7-8) Pierce, 

Brownell and Parcells ($5,996)
• Cameras and Camera Equipment for GPN Student Media 

(Grades 9-12) North ($8,567)
• Reigniting Recycling at South High School (Grades 9-12) 

South ($2,640)
• Hydraulic Press for 3D Design with Metals Course (Grades 

9-12) South ($1,662)
• 3D Printers (Grades 6-12) North, South, Parcells and Pierce 

($1,500)
• Funding Assistance for Combined High School Robotics 

Team (Grades 9-12) North and South ($2,000)
• Sound Console Upgrade for the Christian A. Fenton 

Performing Arts Center (Grades K-12 and Grosse Pointe 
community) North ($30,000)

The SEED grant recipients:
• Cooperative Learning Games and Social Thinking (Young 

Fives-Grade 4) Monteith ($722)
• TRAILS to Wellness (Grades 5-12) Brownell, Parcells, Pierce, 

North and South ($35,600)
• Addendum to PREPaRE SEED Grant (Grades Pre-K- post 

secondary students) Districtwide ($1,500)
• The Magic of Hope and Kindness (Grades 5-8) Brownell, 

Parcells and Pierce ($22,500)
• Student Social Emotional Encouragement (Grades 5-8) 

Parcells ($1,500)
• BeaTWEEN the Books Therapy Dog Program (Grades 5-8) 

Pierce ($363)
• Pierce Sensory Room (Grades 5-8) Pierce ($2,700) 
• Exercise and Sensory Walkway (Grades 9-12 and post 

secondary students) South ($181)
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GPFPE Hosts Successful           Fundraiser and Friendraiser

Kevin A Huntsman 
Wealth Management Advisor
Senior Vice President-Investments

April 23, 2016      The Grosse Pointe Foundation for Public Education

$2.2 MILLION GIFTED TO THE GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

Clairpointe Family Dental
ConstrucTeam, Inc.

Conventional Carpet, Inc.
Dentistry & Implants by Dr. Ben

Detroit Disposal & Recycling, LLC
Domzalski Ciaramitaro Insurance Agency

Donnelly Penman & Partners
Dykema

Environmental Maintenance Engineers, Inc.
Grosse Pointe Gators

Grosse Pointe Urgent Care
Higbie Maxon Agney Realty

Huntington Ford

Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, PLC
Pointe Family Dentistry
Signature Endodontics
Jeffrey and Lisa Smith

Sterling Insurance Group
Tom Mazzola Insurance Agency State Farm Insurance

Viviano, Pagano & Howlett PLLC

Silv� Sp�s�s

Thursday, June 2, 2022    GPFPE

G�d Sp�s�s

Pro�am Sp�s�s Donnelly Penman & Partners   •   Grosse Pointe Moving and Storage   •   Marshall Landscape Inc.   •   VanTol & Vitelli Insurance Group

Thank Y� to �r 2022 C�p�ate Sp�s�s

Beth and Joe Moran

• Bolton Johnston Associates 
    of Grosse Pointe - Chace Wakefield
• Cam's BP
• Chartwells School Dining Services
• Domzalski Ciaramitaro 
    Insurance Agency
• GPH Services
• Legacy Wealth Management Group 
    of Wells Fargo Advisors

Br�ze Sp�s�s

Dr. David S. Balle, M.D. 
Grosse Pointe
Dermatology

Edward T. & Ellen K. Dryer
Charitable Foundation

ROTHIS LAW PC

Gr� T���’s G�den

Spring Benefit Presented by
 

 

Scan here for more information
or to purchase tickets.

• Miller, Canfield, Paddock 
    and Stone, P.L.C.
• Nova Environmental, Inc.
• Peter Basso & Associates
• Pointe Capital Management
• Saros Real Estate Services
• State Farm Insurance 
    - Thomas Mazzola Insurance Agency
• Zeppelin Cleaning Services 

2022 Spring Benefit
Honorary Chairs 
• Laura and Peter Huebner 
Honorary Host Committee 
• Cindy and Jeff Broderick 
• Mary Ann and Bob Bury 
• Elizabeth and Brian Connors 
• Heather and Stan Dickson 
• Grace and Chris Fenton 
• Pamela and Bill Flom 
• Cristina and Scott Garberding 
• Paige and Chris George 
• Cindy and Jeff Littmann 
• Pam and Bob Montgomery 
• Beth and Joe Moran 
• Mary Beth and Jim Nicholson 
• Kiana and Bob Rose 
• Cat and Rick Ruffner 
• Christie Scoggin 
• Kris and Bruce Vande Vusse 
• Lisa and Marc Vreede
Auction donors
• Bikes, Blades & Boards
• Bob Bury

• Detroit Red Wings
• Fair Lane, Home of Clara and 

Henry Ford
• Bill and Pamela Flom
• Ford House
• Grosse Pointe Yacht Club
• Hotel Walloon
• Legacy Wealth Management
• Jane McFeely
• Cynthia Sohn
• Toshiba
• Trader Joe’s - Grosse Pointe
• UnCruise Adventures
Special Thanks
• Erin DiLodovico - Cherished 

Candids by Erin 
• Tom Enders
• Lori Stefek
• GPPSS Technology Department:

• Chris Stanley
• PJ Veltri
• Corey Webster
• Christine Karpinski
• Samantha Canuelle
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GPFPE Hosts Successful           Fundraiser and Friendraiser

Bob & Maureen Kruse

SEPTEMBER 29  |  CADIEUX CAFE  |  DETROIT Tickets on sale at:   gpfpe.org/event/fall-frolic

PRESENTING SPONSOR
Sine & Monaghan, Real Living - Dino R. Ricci, Realtor 

TRANSPORTATION SPONSOR
Ascension St. John Children’s Hospital

STEPHANIE & TIM NICHOLSON

MARY ANN & BOB BURY

SARAH & BILL GOUGH

BETH & JOE MORAN

Thank you to our 2022 Fall Frolic Sponsors

Additional Sponsors 
 Gold Sponsors 
• Neil Sroka and Christine Jacobs
• Zeppelin Cleaning Services
 Bronze Sponsors 
• Cam's BP at Mack and Rivard 
• Elizabeth & Brian Connors
• Laura & Rob Eames
• Ford House
• Jen Neumann & Andy Frahm
• Sabrina Hiedemann & John Kim
• Hannah & Jeff Hiller
• Caroline & Michael Marks
• Libby & Aaron Robinson
• Caroline Stottrel

• Lisa & Brad Stocker
• Maria & Dave Quint
• Julia & Andrew Vieweg
• Carolyn & Ed Wujek
In Kind Donors 
• Girlie Girl
• Grosse Pointe Public Schools



WINTER 2023 GROSSE POINTE FOUNDATION FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION – THE TORCH

6 gpfpe.org gpfpe.org  7

GROSSE POINTE FOUNDATION FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION – THE TORCH  WINTER 2023

Tom Adams
James Alibri 
Ellen Dennehy Allen and Bob Allen 
Cynthia Alexander
Barbara Arrigo
Linda and John Axe
Kristin and George Baer 
Allison and Todd Baker
Mary Ann Bauman 
Wendy and Paul Beal
Kristin and Jim Beardslee
Mary and Jim Becker
Debbie and Keith Bellovich 
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Beverly and Tom Bennert *
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Berg 
Peggy Shine and Larry Berkowski 
Mary and Rick Berschback
Barb and Jim Bierbusse 
LaToya and Roy Bishop 
John A. and Marlene L. Boll Foundation
Clare Pfeiffer and Dustin Block 
Julie and Bob Boomer 
Dawn and William Bradfield
Cindy and Jeff Broderick *
Christine Broderick
Anne and David Brumbaugh 
Stacy and Kurt Buhler 
Maureen and Jim Bur 
Carol and Brian Burke 
Dona Burrascano
Mary Ann and Bob Bury *
Linda and James Button
Caplin Foundation
Patrick Chesterton
Judy Christian
Jane Cirona *
Katie and Brad Collinson
Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan *
Elizabeth and Brian Connors *
Coreander's Bookstore
Karen and Matthew Cullen *
Patrick Cunningham
John Danaher 
Sally and Jon Dean 
Nancy and Robert Denner *
Nancy and Mike Dib 
Heather and Stan Dickson 

Jane and Jim Dietz 
Erin and Steve DiLodovico 
Joan and Fred Dindoffer 
Carissa Dion
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Domzalski
Diane and Doug Dossin 
Stuart Dow 
Mr. and Mrs. George Duffield
Molly and Nathan Dupes 
Mrs. Lewis H. Echlin III 
Betsy and Tom Enders 
Rebecca Fannon 
Mary and Mike Farley
Lakeytria Felder
Grace and Chris Fenton 
Kathy and Jef Fisk 
Pamela and Bill Flom 
William and Martha Ford Fund *
Jane and William Fox
Sonja and Mark Franchett 
Lisa and Tim Frasier
Jane and Ed Gaffney
Lisa Mower Gandelot and Jon Gandelot 
Cristina and Scott Garberding 
Paige and Christian George 
Kelly and Steve Geresy
Girl Scouts of Southeastern Michigan Troop 77059
Patsy and Edward Gotfredson 
Sarah and Bill Gough 
Liz and Tom Griffith
Grosse Pointe Education Association
Michelle and Kirk Haggarty 
Dr. and Mrs. David Hamm
Heather and Daniel Hanneman 
Laura Bartell and Stan Harr
Michelle and Randy Hartman
Lisa Helem
Cynthia and David Hempstead 
Verlona and Joseph Herd 
Janette and Mark High
Sara and Jeff Hodges
Howard & Howard Attorneys PLLC *
Laura and Keith Howell 
Mary and Jake Howlett 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Howlett
Gilbert Hudson *
Laura and Peter Huebner 
Dr. and Mrs. Brian Hunt

Judy and John Huntington, Jr. *
Liz and Ned Johnson 
Mary and Jack Kalmink
Kristin and Jonathan Kalmink
Lorie and John Kamm
Angela and Charles Kennedy, III 
Sabrina Hiedemann and John Kim 
Nancy and Eugene Kornmeier 
Julie and Matt Kornmeier 
Lynn and Harry Kurtz
Allison Kuhnlein and Ron Lang
Karen and Cameron Lawrence 
Chris Lee 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lenglet *
Patty and Michael Lesha 
Melissa and Dennis Levasseur 
Cathy and John Leverenz
Mr. and Mrs. Don Lindow
Cindy and Jeff Littmann 
Susan and Randy Logan
Michelle and Joe Louisell 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Lumley
Jen and Jeff Maccagnone 
Brooke and Jason Macuga
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Maffesoli
Clara and George Mager, Jr.
Caroline and Michael Marks 
Kathy and Gary Marowske 
Donna and David Martin
Beth and Mike Martin
Meipo and Michael Martin
Kelie and Ron McMillan 
Margaret and Nicholas McElhinny 
Patrick McKeever
Susan and Patrick McKeever, Jr.
Ann and Tom Mertz *
Kris and Jim Mestdagh
Carly Miyamoto
Pam and Bob Montgomery 
Beth and Joe Moran *
Maxine and William Moseley 
Mary Murphy and Michael Mulier
Kate and Colin Murray 
Ann and Jim Nicholson *
Mary Beth and Jim Nicholson *
Stephanie and Tim Nicholson *
Beline and Tony Obeid 
Karen Sullivan and Mike O'Bryan 

Thank You To Our Generous 2022 Supporters
Individual & Organization Gifts (Including Spring Benefit Donors)

January 1, 2022 – December 31, 2022
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Alice and Theodore Oldham
Cynthia and Michael Oleksiak
Diane and Joseph Paglino 
Michelle and Parag Parikh 
Jenny and Joe Parke
Katy Pendolino 
Kristi and Jim Penman 
Jennifer and Rick Perry 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Phardel
Dewanna Planter
Marcia Pollard 
Cindi and Rick Portwood
Maria and Dave Quint *
Susan and Robert Rahaim *
Jodie Randazzo
Eileen and Craig Reickert *
Marie Boyle Reinman and Tim Reinman 
Julie and Dino Ricci 
Virginia Rice
Wendy and Jason Richards 
Diane and Paul Richards
Sandy and Bob Riney
Lil and Fred Rinke 
Libby and Aaron Robinson 
Kiana and Bob Rose *
Angelle Roth 
Laurie and Mike Rozny
Cat and Rick Ruffner 
Brittany and Gregg Russell 
Elaine and Jack Ryan 
Amy and Mark Sanford
Donna and Brian Satterfield 
Kathy and Miguel Satut
Linda and Gregory Schaden
Patrick and Christie Scoggin Family Foundation *
Renee and John Seago
Theresa and Anthony Selvaggio
Elizabeth Allen and Warren Shelden Fund *
Lisa and Jeff Smith
Peggy Smith
Cynthia and John Sohn 
Sally and Nick Spain 
Martha Speer
Anne and Michael Stafford 
Lori Stefek 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Steketee
Mary and William Steiner, Jr. 
Diane and Ron Strickler *
Dan Sullivan
Donna and Rick Tepper 
Paula and Jim Touhey
Lori and Cody Tousignant 

Mary and Richard Trost 
Turner Construction Company Foundation *
Kris and Bruce Vande Vusse 
Amy and John Van Osdol 
Kristen and Tom Van Pelt 
Cheryl and Paul Van Tol 
Julie and Andrew Vieweg 
Mary and Vitauts Vitolins
Lisa and Marc Vreede 
Kelly and Brendan Walsh 
Gail Warden *
Christy and David Warren
Joan Warren
Rebecca Wazny 
Margaret Weertz 
Lynne and Brian Williams 
Mary Wilson *
Mary and Ed Wolking, Jr.
Colleen Worden 
Mary and Frank Wright
Kristin and Frank Wright, Jr.
Mary Jo Wyse
Marie and Michael Zeller
Mina Habib Zhuk and Dimitri Zhuk 
   *Circle of Excellence - Annual Appeal

In Honor Of
Barbara Bierbusse
Cynthia and Jeff Broderick
Mary Ann and Bob Bury
Katie Ecclestone
Joseph Herd
Lisa Kline
Karen Lawrence
Chris Lee
Elizabeth Lulis
Christie Scoggin
Margaret Weertz

In Memory Of
Dr. Rudolph Armbruster
Robert Button
William Henry Heck
Richard Krausmann
Rose Kukanchoff
George Loder
Mr. and Mrs. George Nicholson, Jr.
Frederick Orth
Jennie Pruchniewski
Jean Thompson
Joseph Whiteley

Special thanks to 
Cherished Candids by Erin 

for providing photography services 
throughout the year

2022 Annual Report

Expenses
1/1/2022-12/31/2022

■ Grants

■ Special Events

■ Administrative

■ Advertising and 
Promotional

■ Business Expenses

83%

7.5%

4.5%
.8% 
4.2%

Revenue
1/1/2022-12/31/2022

■ Special Events
■ Donations
■ In-kind Donations

32.6%

59.9%

7.5%
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20601 Morningside Dr.
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

SAVE THE DATE!
GPFPE’s 2023 Spring Benefit

Thursday, June 1 • Grosse Pointe Yacht Club
Visit gpfpe.org for more information on sponsorship opportunities and ticket sales.


